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(Charleston) Homeland Security and the FBI have been training their
el = recrits on video simulators for years. Now, the same technology is
MIKES PLACE available to deputies in Kanawha County. The video simulator at the

— Kanawha County Sheriff's Department is about testing the officers'
B R judgment more than their marksmanship.

STATION INFO

weHs EMaTerne "We take it very seriously and we want the officers to have the best

= Eén c2si judgment and best training we can get," says Sheriff Mike Rutherford. LISTEN LIVE

THE EIPERTP Officers stand in front of a large screen and move through different %h[‘{lfiﬁq_}ﬁ?‘h
scenarios. In one of those scenarios, an officer is responding to a PR OART
domestic dispute taking place at a local gym. He walks in with his video
SHOPPING partner and sees a couple yelling with onlookers watching. The officer
' notices a gun in the man's back pocket.

SCHOOL CL a1

That scenario can go a number of ways. The man can pull the gun,
surrender, or pull out a wallet that looks like a gun at first glance. Another
one places the officers behind the wheel and makes use of the counties
driving simulator.

"We have it set up where the driving simulator that can do a pursuit or do
a traffic stop or whatever we put in the machine. They'll step out of it and
step into a life-size, full size screen that will actually shoot back at you if
the case may be for that particular incident," says Sheriff Rutherford.

Kim I"_\'i‘-'"'lﬂ"ldl} The simulator shoots what is called simunition. Those plastic pellets are
show abouit the size of a marble. NEWS - TALK - SPOATS

TWITTER

"When it shoots back at you, if you don't take cover and you get hit by the
simunitions it can really leave a welt on you," explains the Sheriff.

4216 #6 Illnﬁ«'li,: ' No one was hit during Tuesday's demonstration, but some deputies have
Ave SECIES ’ taken a marble or two the shoulder. Sheriff Rutherford says that’s better

WEATHER than taking a bullet in real life.

"It's very, very effective and makes the officers take care and take care of
themselves which is want we want them to do."

CHARLESTON, WV The simulator can train officers on a number of weapons including tasers,
II S[I] pepper spray, and firearms. Some training sessions in the area can last
'I. IRN LC
(304) 720 - 5100

up to three hours.
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Now that both
Charleston
newspapers are
delivered in the
morning, which one
will you be buying?

O Charleston Daily Mail

O Charleston Gazette

Vote

Internet Development by Radio Data Group, Inc. - Contents of this site are Copyright @ 2006 | Privacy Policy

Sitemap HTML | Sitemap XML

1/27/2009 4:07 PM



